Assignment no. 2
DUE MARCH 31 (Wednesday) 

See accompanying pdf “Assignment 2”

[PART 1] [8 marks] For each of the following causal claims (below), discuss whether the “cause” (usually, what is followed by “because”) is used in the sense of:  
a) A proximate or remote cause in a chain or network of causes.
b) An agent causally responsible for some action or event.
c) A necessary causal condition (a condition that without it, the event could not have happened).
d) A sufficient causal condition (a condition that, if it obtains it is enough to make the event happen).
e) A probabilistic cause. 
For example: Martha failed the exam because  [cause]: there was not enough time to finish it. 
Having enough time is a necessary condition of passing the exam.  Or, if you prefer to state it this way: Not having enough time is a sufficient condition of failing the exam. 

Another example: The ice is melting on the sidewalk because [cause]: salt was thrown on it. Salt being thrown on the sidewalk is a sufficient causal condition –it’s enough--for the melting sidewalk. (And so is sunshine, so is an increase in temperature, etc.) 
1.The house burned down, because oily rags were stored in the closet. 

2. Nathan caught the measles, because he was playing with the boy next door who had measles.

3. water being at a higher altitude is what sort of cause for water taking less time to boil?  

4. Rats who were injected with massive doses of saccharine developed tumors at a much greater rate than rats who did not received saccharine, thereby demonstrating that saccharine’s causes tumors in rats.

[PART 2] [12 marks] See pdf file (669). For each of the following passages (#1 – 6), which Method is being used—Method of Agreement, Method of Difference, Joint Method of Agreement and Difference, or Method of Correlation? (Be sure to justify each of your answers in a line or two.) 

[PART 3] (5 marks) How would you investigate this situation, if you want to use one of the Methods? Which Method would you use? Part of your answer include a (mock) map of your research. Briefly discuss. (The way we mapped out the different Methods in class.) Choose only one of the two following cases. 

During the 1980s, the crime rates in New York City went up, and then it went down in the 1990s. Why?
OR
You bake a cherry pie three times, and twice they turned out lousy. Why?

[PART 4] [4 marks] Answer either (7) or (10). For either passage, (see pdf 209) determine whether it is an instance of a slippery slope fallacy or an argument with a well-founded warning of a genuine slippery slope danger. 

